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Hiring of Elementary School Tenchers
"There is an acute shortage of elementary school teachers in Bulgaria due to & lack of
candidates. TFor this reason many returned teachers are still teaching in the schools. 1It.
18 also very easy to get a teaching Jobe. i
"Meachers are hired by District Pecople's Soviets. Anybody who has completed a secondary
school (Gymnasium) can get a job as a temporary teacher. The students in pedagogical
gymnasiums are asked before thelr final examinations if they intend to become teachers.
If they my yes,they are immediately assigned %o a school as reguler teachers.
50X1-HUM
Curriculum ‘ ‘
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| At the beginning of the school year a curriculum is sent

from.the District People's Soviet in which the subjects to be taught dur * 50X1-HUM
nunerated. Obherwi’sg_no detailed plang or instructions are. ever given, - 50X1-HUM

| '50X1-HUM

BEE

‘"The gchool hed seven grades. .There were sbout 220 pupils, boys and girls, snd eight "
- teachers. In addition there was & kindergarten with one teacher, who was subordinated to'

the director of the school. She received her salery from the school but was under the con~
. trol of enother school inspector. ' , L S

: 7'5o>7{'1__’-’|{U|V|

- "The school served two villsges. Some of the children lived two or three kilometers away. Lt
+. -The lessons started st 9 am. Tvery teacher upon his arrival had to sign his name in an
' ~attendance book and then proceed to his class. Usually .the teachers had four segular howrs o
in their respective classes snd one to twn additional hours in other classes. The teaching
- .'period-lasted 45 minutes after whick there wes a 10-minute break., In the afterncon ev 50X1-HUM
- teacher was obliged to come to the school to prepere himself for the next dayh eseam®. |
| | Tne children were in school usually from = F
-nine am. to noon or one pm. From early spring to late autumn they were algo helping their 50X1-HUM
o perents in the fields and had 1ittle time left for homework. For that reason thore vaga
' tendency to teach children entirely at school, with no outside requirements.

E i

. "Every teacher is obliged to keep & speclal note book, in which he enters the plan, Plan

.- Skitsa, for the month with an outllne of the material he wants to teach, Pplanning how much

.- time he will give to lectures and how much 40 training his pupils.  Then he enters in this

¢ notebook & plan for cach day and esch hour. He also .notes what kind of pedagogical =~ =~

' methods he will use., From time to time the director of the school comes to the classes =~ =
‘- end checks if the 'Plan' is realized and in what way. Occesionally the inspector from the
. District Soviet arrives at the school for inspection. The inspector informa a teacher in

. advance when bhe will viait his class and then makea notes and listens to the lesson. At -
.- ‘the end he may questicn the pupile. ASter the leason the inspector checks the *Plan' and ~ ==
.- makes comments. After his visit the insprctor reports to the Department of EBducation in ,
. - the District People's Soviet, noting his tpinlon of the teachers. If during such avisit
‘- & teacher gets & bed mark, he will %e once ngaln controlled by the inapector. B ‘

" e e St S Sl
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+"Each distriet is divided ints several teschera' voglons (Rayon), usually four tc five,

. Two or three times a month there are specinl cocnferences of teachers. At such conferences

~ the teachers attend a lesson glven by one of the Leachers and then discuss it. Then, ome
of the temchers from the achool wherns ‘he corference takes place lectures on his special

.- subJects K discussion then follows. - . AL the ond the place and time for the next come
ferenée ia decided, T

. }';E\rery school teacher,in preparing his lessen, must enter in the so-called Plen Skitsa L
# the purpose of the lesson., He must conslder three factors:The eduestiomal 4300~
logioal and pRitical; end the scienidfir.Thus the *eacher must specify in advance what he intends
to say from the educational, polltlical and scientific points of view. o

2, .

. ''The ideologicel and political factcr must always be stressed no matter vhat the subject.
Take. a geographical lesson: ) Do

‘&)  The teacher always starts from the northern frontler of Bulgaria, the Danube. He shows =« | -
: the river and the whole froutier and explains that north of the Danube lies Rumanie, =
. At thls point he deviates from the lessgon of geography and starts the political indoc-

- trination. He asks the children why Rumanla ls called a 'Peopleta Republic'. The = .
children have already been taught this and answer that it means that Rumepia is not & . '
kingdom or anything else but a trepunlic of peoplet, a 'People's Republic!s Then the -

¢ teacher asks when Rumanla heeams n 'FPeople's Republlic', Here he must stress the )
help of the Soviet!Army in establishing the Rumanian republic. Then the teacher returns

Ue 5. Offlcisls Onlv
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to geography and shows thé Purther flow of the Duanube. . Agaln he stresaes which o:C the
ad,jacent or neerby countriea ore also 'people.s republics' -

b) 'lfhen ~the 'bea.cher ms.y paas to a descrip‘rion of thn Eastern f
¢l can.this side Bulgaria has frontiers with Rumania, the L'SJR
“devotes much of the lesson to & description of the: USSR.
. the name of the USSR and streas- the role in the struggle for pea.ce‘

He explains thet
key.' Here the teacher
He mugt explain the origin of

c) Passing to 'I.‘urkey tha teacher must afress that 1t 1s not a paoplea' republic w a,
i 'bourgeois' republic. . The children already know that in auch & Yepublic there axre the =
1"‘~»rich who rule ¥hile the poor are suffering. The teacher must. explain, for example, tlmt L
i 0. the factories belong not to the pecple but to individual owners, which means that . - -

“hundreds of people have to work hard while one rich individusl exploits them, He also
. must say that peasants are tied to the land which belongs to rich landowners and that ]
- they are.real slaves, Re must asy that the culture of the Turks is much neglected;: e o
- .children cannot attend schools but from an carly age must work for the rich. In aﬂMtl-m SPRRE
v the teacher must say that !L‘urkey belongs to the camp of i.r@erialisbic comtr.lea : )

S 3 i e

6.) '.['he teacher will say 'c.he same sbout Greece &g about Turkey. In addition ha mt untim L

:.the Greek partisens and their fight for liberation. He nuat stress that the (zmok PEO~
Dle a.ré in sympathy with ‘the USSR but sre nov in US alavery. ,

’B) Arter deacri‘oing the Weatern :Cronbiara of Bulge.ria the teachor must. g8y thnt. Iueps]mda e :
~was liberated by the Soviet army smlong with Bulgaria and the other peoplas' republics,
thet first she entered the rosd of dmnocracy and progress, but later it apneuccd that
" /Tito had been a US agent and the tool of Westzrn imperialists. He throws innocent .. - -
- peopls into prison; he murders decent Commniste; he sells out Yugoslavia to the US.
‘-“,':me teacher must stress that the Yugoalav people mre for the USSR but that 'uto g:upe&
the power by & .coup and now leads Yugoslavia agalnet demo-:ra.cy. !

Bf) At the end the teacher must descrite the conditiona oh Bulgarian fronum. ; o
; Rumanien frontier he must say thers ls peace and silence. On theé other fromtlers P,
: - -there are still shootings becauae the 'imperialiats? try to send sples and sa‘bowm -
i -into Bulgerla. At this point the teacher musl speul briskiy about the service and

- fidelity of Bulgerlan frontlier guards. Geegraphy iz a subject taught in all grades ar

. {+. elementary school. Lessons stout Bulgarian Trontiers mse always corducted In the
R 'mamer prescribad above. .

"An °rithmeti° 1383°“ in the gecond grude may prosced as follows: j”v“

B,) 'me teacher writes, for exampls, sn exéycise on the board with ﬂgm:ca taken rom the - ERREE
- " achievements of a collective farm tr state anilerprise, fe may write that a collee~ S 3
 tive form produced in a cartain yesr 230 tons of grain, that it delivered 20 tons io B

the state for the price of 20,007 Lewa per tou. How much money will the colleeuvn
- receive from the state and ‘now pany tone of grain will bhe left for Its ovn m?

3) One of t.he pupils reads nloud the question, The tewchey saks the children i t!lcre J.t .

- snything in the exercise they don't undoratari. {ore the teacher starts to exp&aln
“that the name of ‘cooperative \.olls-«, tlve faxm' (in Bulgarian: Trudovo-Koaqparativeo . .

. Zemledelgko Stopanstvo) derives from iks owpershil by those who wook on 1G. (M’bi'
hence the name 'Trudovo'). Then he asks when auch collectlve farms cane into being, -

_Here he must explaln that 1t happened sfter the Cormunlst coup of 9 Sepf.em‘ba:' 193113 ;

3) 'rhe pupil tries to solve the question. He 1s asxed Ly the teer‘wr it o E"S.vataly-mmed_
" farm is eble to produce as much &s n collechive Purm.,  Hapa the. pupll or the tescher = .
himgelf must answer 'no' and explain why. The cacher explaing that state de= - - -
llveries are very small snd that with this food the state must feed the army, the
_recple's militis and all other cliizens who soe nob far-1ers. Finally he explains what

the coilective fhrm doeg with grain left %o its uzr. Le says that it covers its own
.. heeds and pays those who sre working on the tavm. . RO
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. "School textbooks are changed every two years and are adarted to the current neecds and
propaganda line of the Party. During the periocd 1948 to 1950 the main theme in the
textbooks was the nationalimtion of industry. Then the general theme was switched to
the problems of workers, state enterprises, ‘work competition drives and collectivigation
of land. 3

‘. "Among the changes in Bulgarian elementary gchools 1in recent years is a uew method of
teaching children to read and write. Formerly they were taught to recognize single
letters from which, first simple, and then gradually more complicated words were built.
Now, the opposite method has bveen introduced: the children are ecquainted {irst with
vords, and then, after splitting them, with:single letters.

. "Also new note books have been introduczed.  Inctead of the old notsboaks witn horizontal
l1ines the Scviet type potebooks are used. Apart from horizontal lines they also have
‘gquint lines'’ under 60 degrees., In the rhombs thus formed the children draw (not write)
pingle letters.

“ppother innovation is the ruling that the ;children in the first grade much use pens iu-
gtead of pencils. This regulte in the children being often s4ained with ink.

. "The syllabus ie now wider then formerly. In the neventh grade, ftor exaumple, the teaching )
of algebra and zoology has been introduced. These cubjects were formerly taught only in
gecondary schoolc (gymnasiums). 'he Hussidan langusge hac veen introduced and 1is obligatory
in the fifth, sixth and seventh grades. There were ploans to start it from the third grode.
It is & subject which is taken very seriously; for children it ig, apart from mathematics,
the most difficult subject. i

. “Membership of the Septemvr Iytche organization was rormerly compulsory for all school .

children. In 1952 a new regulation eliminated the firot and gecond grade children from H
thip compulsion. This organization had no: special activitiec in the Chelopenhene school.
It wos mainly engeged 1in accepting new members and expelling others.

'"Membership in the Bulgarian-Soviet Friendship Socicty i compuluory for school children
from the sixth and seventh grade on, all teachers, otficiuls of the village reople '8
Soviet officimls of the collective farm mbagi:ments and poct office officianls. Apart
from these groups few other citizens heleong to the Suciety.

Working Conditions for Teachers

. "The only pedagogic textbooks which teachers must fcllow are the Sowiet textbooks LY
(fnu) Goncharov and (fnu) Kaircv. In the 195152 echonl year the teachers in Bulgerian
elementary schools were obliged to learn from the te%@j. The director
of each school was personally responsible for this. all teachers gathered 50X1 HUM
every second day for twe hours to study from that textbook. However, everybody realized -
that it would be impossible at that rate to finish the bock within one year. Therefore
they came to the school for the study daily for one and a hnlf to two hours. At these
meetings one of the teachers read the text, while the others 1iztened. Then there wWas
a discussion, or one of the teachers spoke first on & particular toplc based on the text
of the book.
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‘Uchitelsko Delo'land

‘*Uchitelsks Praktika'. : . ‘

"Two special periodicals in Bulgarian are published for teachers?

village, the Bulgarian-SYoviet Friendship Society,

e%c. Teachers are also obliged to
arrange various meetings and deliver specches.

They are greatly overworked.
I

50X1-HU

"The wages are unsatisfactory. ‘only 10,000 old Leva per month s‘ts a
Permanent teacher and an additional 2,000 Leva per month for the five additional hours

i per week. The director earned 16,000 Leva per month, and two old teachers earned 1k,000
- Leva each. The smallest salary wert to a woman teacher who earned only 8,000 Leva.
The Jjanitor earned 7,500 leva. Another Jjanitor who came to clean the schooli but wag
not on permanent duty got 6,000 Leva. One per cent of the salary was deducted for gome
fund. From teachers who were over 21, five per cent wans deducted as a 'bachelor' tax.

The material situation of teachers in Bulgaria is thus difficult. They can haxrdly make
8 living and enly with the zreatest difficulties can they buy clothing., ;

"In 1952 summer vacations for teachers were reduced to 10 days _During the i:'emini:
time they must work as state employees on collective farms or /s’&te delivery offices
Holidays were also cut to one week twice in a echool year., ‘

]

8]

i "Formerly the teacher in Bulgeris was much respected; now he can be pushec :ﬂ'ouqd
i by any Comminist. The people also look at him with sugpicion. They do not trust him
or have friendship for him as before. ! “

i
Teachers in the Chelopechexie Klementary School \

: "In 1952 the director of the elementary school, called l"rogimnﬁzya Vagil Levski sin t‘he

village of Chelopechene in the Sofia district was an old ri
| Nikola 8 e

50X1-HU

i J. "Another old teacher is Stoyan Grozdanov,

L« "The third old teacher wns Angel Popov.

U. S. 0Officials only
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"Apart from his work in the school the teacher in B ia is :
vorious ouher menork In ﬂ_x_@nm_&a_nmmﬁ 50X1-HUM
committee for gathering donatvions ror Korea, commiiiee for establishing a library in the

50X1-HUM
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32.%'81&_!'1{24_@ Popova, wa, «n old, well qualified tewher'” 50X1-HUM g
}3Mmm young tescher was Margarita sta.nchevaJ !
‘ +e _"The sécond younswom teacher was Parvoletks 52950_"34 J
; : . . e eond - !
? 3 1
| 50X1-HUM
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